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Kennedy Assassination 

Two years after publication of the Warren Commis- 
sion s Report on the assassination of President Ken- 
nedy, a spate of boohs and articles has raised serious 
questions about the validity of the commission's con- 
clusions, and more than one critic has pressed for a 
second investigation. Last week, all this criticism 
evoked a first official response, however indirect The 
Justice Department announced that the Kennedy fam- 
ily has deposited in the National ’"Archives " some 65 
Photo graphs (b oth color and black and white) and 
X rays of Presid ent Kennedy's body, Si made (lining 
the autopsy that was performed at Bethesda Naval Hos- 
pital on the evening of the assassination. These photo- 
graphs and X rays had been under the control of the 
Kennedy family, and they remain so, in that access to 
them will for the time being apparently be permitted 
only to official federal investigative agencies. Before 
long, however, there may be access as well by private 
individuals or organizations, with the specific consent 
of the Kennedy family. 

For its own part, the Justice Department has deposit- 
ed in the Archives all the physical evidence considered 
by the Warren Commission, such as Oswald's rifle, a 
nearly whole bullet which the commission thought 
went through both President Kennedy and Governor 
John B. Connally of Texas, bullet fragments, the Presi- 
dent's clothing. There are already at the National Ar- 
chives, and available for study, most of the investiga- 
tive reports and working papers of the Warren Com- 
mission, although some reports remain classified and 
are not open to private persons. The materials deposited 
last week will thus virtually complete the holdings at 
the Archives, an d constitute, in thei r- wav^anJovitation 
to analysis and f urther mvpsHgat iqm 

A spokesman for the Justice Department indicated 
that the deposits had been made in response to the 
recent criticism of the commission, and one may thus, 
perhaps, perceive a glim mer of official readiness, if not 
to reopen the investigation, at least to cooperate with a 
fresh inquiry. 

The dramatic depo sit of the photographs and X rays 
is unquestion ably a wise and v aluable move. The W ar- 
ren Commission did not examine them, relying instead 
on the testimony of the doctors who performed the 
autopsy. Recent literature raises a question about the 
location of the first wound suffered by President Ken- 
nedy, which the commission located in his back, at the 
base of the neck. It has been suggested that the wound 
may have been lower than that, in which event the 
bullet that came in through it could not have made an 
exit, as the commission found, through the President's 
throat, and could not have then gone on also to wound 
Governor Connally. 


{ The^ photographs will most probably clear ud th 

j ^po rnt beyond doub t. It is of course bareV^ilblTth; 
| ma ysh°w that the wound was indeedJEweFtha 

: f ^FQmmI ^iwT repoTTedTTT so. that 

cove ry of the first importa nce, strongly - but not cor 
clus ively - supporting the hypothesis of a second a- 
s.assm . But it is qu ite unlikely that the autopsy doctor 
on whom the commissirnTTilkirmade l^ch an elemer 
Sgnerrorj n their reporTToTTh at they were paTTr 
I 5°mg^Lo£ac OTispiracy to sup press'thVtouTfri^ 

| is therefore_inogt_ probable that the photographs 7T ,; 

c onfirm the com mission's report on the location of th 
Preiidenf'CTirst wound of entry. In that case7 aTela 
tively minor question about the validity of its finding 
and the quality of its work will have been cleared ur 
But other serious doubts about its explanation of th 
Kennedy assassination will remain, and the possibilit 
- although no mor e than the possibility - of a seco n. 
assassin will not have been excluded. 



